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The Impact of Our LICO (Low 
Income Car Ownership) Program

As a mother drove home from work one night, the most unbelievable thing happened.  
She struck a black bear on the highway.  Needless to say, her van was totaled.  Erin was 
amazed that she didn’t cause a pileup behind her.  “God was definitely watching over 
me,” she said as she steered her van to the side of the road where it stopped running.  
Sadly enough this event caused Erin to eventually lose her job because she had no 
transportation to work.  Erin is a single mother with five children.  Because of the lack 

of transportation, a simple act of grocery shopping took on a new challenge.  Due to living on Route 356, she would drag a 
wagon to the local market three miles away.  Erin was able to gain employment at a local hotel through borrowing rides from 
friends.  Erin had to keep finding sitters because she couldn’t go anywhere with all her children at once since, no one had 
a vehicle large enough to fit them all.  Once Erin came to LICO she found the hope of independence once again.  She was 
able to acquire a minivan through our program and get back on the road to self-sufficiency.  The end of this story is one you 
might not expect, but we see this all the time.  While doing the paperwork, Erin realized that the donor of the vehicle was 
actually a neighbor who lived right down the road from her.  This program is truly neighbors helping neighbors.  

Whole Life Ministries Providing 
Knowledge & Skills that Last a 

Lifetime
Something new and exciting happened through The Lighthouse Foundation over the past few months!  For the first time ever, 
we were able to offer the Jobs for Life program inside the Butler County Prison to a group of incarcerated women.  The class 
was held twice a week for eight weeks, and 7 women graduated from the program on April 8. Partnering with Jeff Bailey and 
the Re-Entry team, we were able to offer this class to inmates that would not have otherwise been able to attend. This faith-
based, job readiness, class covers topics such as practicing interview skills, completing your resume, and presenting yourself 
in a professional manner.  The students graduated having connections in the community and a great accomplishment to 
add to their resumes. Our goal is that upon release from the Butler County Prison, these women will re-enter the community 
and be able to obtain meaningful employment and become productive 
members of society, thus reducing the probability of them returning to 
prison in the future. 

The Lighthouse is currently also offering a faith-based financial literacy 
class called Faith and Finances. There are 15 participants and the course 
will continue through May 2016. This class is a collaborative effort with 
The First United Methodist Church in Butler.  Students taking this course 
learn about their finances from a biblical perspective, and are provided 
with instruction and guidance on budgeting, saving, getting and staying 
out of debt, building good credit, and honoring God with their money.  

Providing Hope...Changing Lives
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News from Transitional 
Housing

2015 was a great year for our residents.  We served 24 
families and 14 individuals.  Fourteen of our residents went 
on to find permanent housing, one graduated high school, 
three obtained driver’s licenses and four acquired vehicles, 23 
found or maintained employment, and one regained custody 
of her son.  Our residents also participated in Jobs for Life, 
Faith & Finances, and Parenting Classes.  .

We have 2 families graduating the program this month.  Katie 
is a young widow with two children. She has worked hard 
since entering the program.  She enrolled her children in 

Butler Catholic School.  She 
works full-time and attends 
school at BC3 full-time as 
well.  Katie and her children 
are moving on to independent 
housing on April 1st.

George and Samantha 
also have been a story of 
accomplishment.  Samantha 
earned her GED and George 
got his drivers’ license.  Their 

children have benefited greatly from the Early Head Start 
program.  George has found full-time stable employment at a 
construction company.  They now have a dependable vehicle 
and have purchased a trailer that they will be moving into in 
the next few weeks.

We are so proud of our residents and their 
accomplishments.  We’ve seen much success with the 
support we provide in the Transitional Housing Program and 
look forward to continued successes in 2016.
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Real Estate Services
Hutchinson Dry Cleaners  & Services, Inc.

The Lighthouse Foundation
invites you to its second annual spring gala

Saturday May 21, 2016
6:00 - 9:30 PM

The Butler County Airport • Hangar C3
The evening includes music from  

The Trinity Jazz Band, 
catering by Medure's, desserts by Pennie's Bake Shop, balloon pop, model airplane 

launch, raffles, photo booth, and much more!

Cost of the event is $100 per person. Reservations can be made online at 
www.thelighthousepa.org or by calling The Lighthouse at 724.586.5554

Soaring for Hope

Join Our Team of 
Volunteers

There are many opportunities to donate your time and talents here 
at The Lighthouse Foundation, please check out the “Volunteer” 
tab on our website at www.thelighthousepa.org  If you or someone 
you know is interested in volunteering at the Lighthouse Foundation 
please attend our volunteer training/informational meetings that 
are held the 2nd Monday and Tuesday of every month. You can 
register online, or contact Victoria at 724.586.5554 ext. 207. 
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In Loving Memory

Mark E. Schweers
Mark, who passed away suddenly on March 10, 2016, was a dedicated special education teacher from Pine-Richland High 
School.  Mark would chaperone a group of students each week to volunteer at the Lighthouse Foundation on Thursdays.  We 
loved interacting with the students and Mark each week, his care for them was evident in how patient and loving he was as 
he taught the students to do their best in all the tasks they did here.  It was a blessing and an honor to know Mark and he will 
be greatly missed. 

News from our Food Bank
In 1991, The Lighthouse opened its doors to the public at its present location on East Cruikshank Road.  At that time, the 
average number of food bank clients was 50.  By December of 2015, that number had increased to 1,321 food bank recipients 
from both Allegheny and Butler County.  Approximately 177 new food bank clients have been added in just the first 3 months 
of 2016.  The need is growing in our community for programs such as the food bank as cost of living has risen but income 
has remained the same or declined.    

The result of the expanded clientele has been a larger demand for food and services including a greater need for perishable 
and non-perishable items donations.  Also, as the weekly distributions grow in the number of recipients, there is need for 
more volunteers.  The food bank is open every Thursday from 10am-6pm, but the need for volunteers isn’t just on distribution 
day.  We also have volunteer positions for drivers, packers, sorters and other various tasks throughout the week to prepare 

for Thursday’s distribution.  The Lighthouse is incredibly 
blessed to have a number of individuals who come 
faithfully each week to give of their time and talents and 
God has certainly provided in the midst of the increase in 
demand.  

The growth of our food bank ministry is a blessing because 
it allows us to serve and provide for more people who are 
truly in need.   However, the greater blessing of being 
able to provide for more families also means that we have 
an urgent need for additional space to serve more people.  
We are prayerfully considering how we can renovate and 
expand our current facility to be able to continue our 
mission of meeting our clients’ basic needs and helping 
them on their journey to self-sufficiency.  Please join us in 
praying that God would make clear His plan for the future 
of this essential ministry!

Providing Hope...Changing Lives
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Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 366

Bakerstown, PA 15007

Location:
1302 E. Cruikshank Road

Butler, PA 16002

724-898-Hope

724-586-5554

FAX: 888-457-7396

email: 
info@thelighthousefoundation.com

The Lighthouse Foundation is required to 
file an annual registration statement with the 
state. The official registration and financial 
information for the Lighthouse Foundation 

may be obtained from the Pennsylvania 
Department of State by calling toll free within 

Pennsylvania. 1-800-732-0999

The Lighthouse Foundation is a Christian 
outreach organization meeting the needs of 
impoverished individuals and families in 
northern Allegheny and Butler Counties.
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Staff Member Profile: Meet Dave
If you have ever called The Lighthouse Foundation there is a good chance that Dave Miller is the first 
person with whom you have spoken.  Dave has been part of the the Lighthouse Foundation’s team for 9 
years having joined as an Americorps volunteer in 2007.  He did such a great job as a volunteer, it was 
an easy decision to hire him as our Communications Coordinator in 2009!  Dave is not only the friendly 
voice that answers our phone, he also coordinates and oversees our computer classes, Produce to 
People distributions, office volunteers, quarterly Golden Agers luncheons, and provides essential help in 
the kitchen and dining room during food bank and community meals.  Dave joyfully does anything that is 
asked of him, and is always kind and helpful to our clients, volunteers, staff, and board members.   Dave 
is also totally blind, and is an active member of the Butler County Blind Association.  We are blessed to 
have Dave as a part of our Lighthouse family!


