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Lighthouse Receives Awards  
for Outstanding Program and Staff 

On April 26th, The Lighthouse Foundation was honored at Non-Profit Academy Awards at Slippery Rock University.  Over 20 non-profit 
organizations were represented at this event which was hosted by The Slippery Rock University Non-Profit Alliance and emceed by Butler 
County Commissioner, Leslie Osche.  The Lighthouse received awards for Most Impactful Program and Professional Staff Member of the Year.
The Lighthouse Foundation has been operating its food pantry for more 
than 25 years.  Over the past three years, the number of clients served 
by the Lighthouse Foundation’s food pantry has nearly doubled from 
175 families per week to more than 325 families per week.  In addition, 
The Lighthouse Foundation operates a shop thru food pantry which 
differs from many traditional food pantry models.  The shop thru model 
allows people to take a shopping cart, and have a shopping experience 
similar to a grocery store.  They are able to select fresh produce items, 
baked goods, meat, dairy, frozen foods, and non-perishable items. 
With the addition of Greater Pittsburgh’s Advance Choices program to 
our food pantry in 2016, The Lighthouse receives a truck load of fresh 
produce items every Wednesday morning.  This enables our clients to 
receive a higher quality and higher quantity of produce than in previous 
years.  In addition, The Lighthouse Foundation’s food pantry partners 
with Grace Community Church in Cranberry Township to provide 
weekend food to elementary school students on the free/reduced lunch 
program.  This is important for children because sometimes the only meals they get are in school, and they do not have access to food on the 
weekend.   The unique nature of The Lighthouse’s food pantry and the number of people served by this program earned it the award for Most 
Impactful Program of the Year.  Congratulations to our food bank director, Margy Hicks, and all of the dedicated staff and volunteers who make 
this program outstanding!

Victoria (Tori) Smouse joined the Lighthouse Foundation in 2010 as a Resident Manager and 
Family Development Worker after graduating from Slippery Rock University.  During her tenure as a 
Family Development Worker, Victoria built relationships with clients in The Lighthouse’s transitional 
housing program and helped them work towards self-sufficiency.  She was successful in her role 
and dedicated to her clients.  As a result of Victoria’s hard work and professionalism, she was 
promoted to the position of Director of Programs and Community Outreach in September, 2014.  
Her role includes the planning and oversight of The Whole Life Ministries program, which provides 
emergency financial assistance, financial education, and job readiness classes to members of 
the community.  Victoria also plans the annual Toy Shoppe at Christmas, which provides toys for 
over 600 children in the community.  She is in charge of training and educating all Lighthouse 
volunteers, as well as representing The Lighthouse Foundation at community events and Chamber 
of Commerce meetings.  Her professionalism and dedication are essential to The Lighthouse 
Foundation’s work in the community, and it is these qualities that earned her the recognition of 
Professional Staff Member of the Year.  Congratulations Tori!
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Transitional Housing  
Resident Spotlight

Will’s Story
“The Lighthouse has given me the will to stay strong and to always accept help from someone 
when you are struggling.  Don’t be afraid to ask for help.  Don’t be afraid; take the help when 
it’s needed.”    

Will came to the U.S. from Trinidad in 2001, when he was just 10 years old.  He has lived in 11 
states in the last 15 years.  He was a part of JobCorps, AmeriCorps, and worked as a wildfire 
firefighter for some time.  Will became homeless in 2016 after he lost his job and subsequently 

lost his apartment.  He found himself living in a shelter in New Castle when a friend suggested he contact Catholic Charities for housing.  He took 
the chance and made the trip to Butler to speak to a caseworker at Catholic Charities.  Will was quickly placed into Safe Harbor, The Lighthouse’s 
Interim Housing facility.  During his 2 weeks there, he was provided support to receive food stamps and medical assistance.  Will was transferred into 
Penney House in November of 2016 and has been utilizing the Transitional Housing program to the fullest.  Once in the program, Will was provided 
support and assistance in obtaining gainful employment, and acquiring a reliable vehicle through the Low Income Car Ownership (LICO) program.  
Will is also participating as a student in the current Faith and Finances course where he is excelling at the challenges of financial literacy and has 
successfully saved throughout the course.  “I’ve learned to save money and get closer to the Lord at the same 
time.  The Lighthouse has given me the will to stay strong and to always accept help from someone when you 
are struggling.  Don’t be afraid to ask for help.  Don’t be afraid; take the help when it’s needed.”    

Currently, Will is working two jobs and his hope for the future is to be in a position to help others the way he has 
been helped.  “Always be thankful for your blessings the Lord has been bringing into your life.  Some people 
don’t realize how the Lord has been blessing them because they are still focusing on what they went through in 
the past.  Just be thankful you’re not in that situation anymore and how the Lord brought you out of that so you 
can do greater and better things with your life”

To be continued……hear the rest of Will’s incredible story at the Soaring for Hope Gala where he’ll share how his 
life was in danger three times and the Lord kept him here for a reason.  “I’m here today and I can stand strong 
because I am thankful to be alive.” Will

Will with his new LICO car

Board Member Spotlight – Helen Ward
Meet Helen Ward, Vice-President of The Board of Directors 
Helen Sara Ward is a director with the law firm Cohen & Grigsby, P.C. in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  She has a 
diverse practice allowing her to effectively represent business clients through a wide range of commercial litigation 
matters, appearing before multiple United States Bankruptcy Courts, Federal District Courts, State Courts of 
Common Pleas and both the Superior and Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania.  
Helen is a 2006 graduate of the University of Pittsburgh School of Law, where she earned her law degree cum 
laude, attained distinguished membership in the Order of the Coif, was an articles editor for the University of 
Pittsburgh Law Review, and received the Clinical Legal Education Association’s Outstanding Student Award for her 
extensive work with the Community Economic Development Clinic and the Murray S. Love award for moot court 
competition.  
Helen has served on the Lighthouse’s Board of Directors since 2014, where she has brought knowledge and 
expertise in helping The Lighthouse carry out its mission.  Helen also enjoys volunteering at The Lighthouse’s 

Annual Toy Shoppe.  She is an active member of Holy Sepulcher Catholic Church and its Patzun Mission Group.  Helen is most proud of her roles 
as wife to Donald J. Ward and mother to her three children, Grace (6), Isaac (4) and Peter (2).

Helen Ward
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In Loving Memory  
James “Jimmers” J. Adams 

James, who passed away suddenly May 3, 2017, was a dedicated and faithful volunteer at The Lighthouse 
Foundation for over 17 years.  James, affectionately known around The Lighthouse as Jimmers, was always 
quick with his wit and ready to work hard as he unloaded trucks, filled the freezer with donations, or did any task 
that was asked of him.  He was always ready with a smile as he filled recipient’s carts with bags when they first 
entered the food bank.  As a daily part of The Lighthouse’s food bank operations, he impacted not just staff and 
volunteers, but also the hundreds of people The Lighthouse serves, his loss will be felt deeply by all.   As we 
celebrate knowing that Jimmers is with his Lord and Savior now, our thoughts and prayers continue to be with 
Jimmers’ family, especially his wife, Dee, who continues serving at the food pantry.
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Computer Classes: 
Location: The Lighthouse Foundation 
1302 E. Cruikshank Rd.  Butler Pa 16002
Start date: June 26 
End date: August 2 (or August 9 if necessary)
Schedule: One class a week for six weeks 
Photoshop – Wednesday’s 10am-12:00pm 
Word – Monday’s 10am-12pm 
Excel – Wednesday’s 1-3pm
Please join us in the brand new computer lab for our summer 
computer classes; we welcome all ages and levels of 
proficiency.  These classes are a great opportunity to expand 
your knowledge and skills using Office 2016 Microsoft Word, 
Excel, and Adobe Photoshop.  
Space is limited

Please call Dave Miller at (724) 586-5554 ext. 250  
to reserve your spot

Jobs For Life:
Location: First United Methodist Church 
200 E. North Street  Butler, Pa 16001
Start date: June 27 
End date: August 17
**No class on Tuesday,July4th**

Schedule: Every Tues and Thurs from 6pm-8pm  for 8 weeks
Classes are FREE and childcare is provided
The Jobs for Life class teaches timeless biblical principles 
concerning work and the ways those principles are applied 
in the marketplace.  Through this training, men and women 
develop character and become connected to a community of 
support to help them obtain far more than just a job.  
Ideal candidates for the class are adults who are unemployed, 
underemployed, returning to the community after a period of 
incarceration, or recent high school graduates who are unsure 
of their future plans.  Applications are available online at  
www.thelighthousepa.org – click the “Programs” tab then 
“Whole Life Ministries” in the dropdown menu. Contact 
Victoria with any questions at 724-586-5554 ext. 207
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information for the Lighthouse Foundation 
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Pennsylvania. 1-800-732-0999

The Lighthouse Foundation is a Christian 
outreach organization meeting the needs of 
impoverished individuals and families in 
northern Allegheny and Butler Counties.
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The Lighthouse Foundation’s 3rd Annual 

Friday September 29, 2017
6:00-9:30 pm at The White Barn in Prospect, PA

$100 per person

register online at www.thelighthousepa.org

Soaring for Hope Gala


