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Transitional Housing Families 
Achieve Their Goals

There is a lot going on in Transitional Housing right now.  We are working with a great 
group of individuals and families towards setting and reaching their goals.  One of the new 
Armour Duplexes was approved for occupancy and was filled immediately with a veteran 
single father and his children and a family that has a history of chronic homelessness.
We had 2 recent graduations from the Program.  David came to the Penney House after 
being released from prison.  He had no job and struggled with alcohol addiction.  By the 
time of graduation, he was working full time at Arch Masonry and making great money, 
and staying focused on his recovery.  He moved on to his own apartment in August.

Antonio, Marisol and their children came from Puerto Rico with just the clothes on their backs last April.  Marisol found a job 
at the Days Inn and started taking classes to prepare her for the GED test.  Antonio started work at Standard Bent Glass as a 
temp and was hired on full-time.  The children attended school at Lifesteps and became proficient in English.  Marisol got her 
learner’s permit and Antonio got his driver’s license.  They moved to an apartment, are financially stable, and they purchased 
a vehicle.  Antonio and Marisol also won the United Way’s Heroes of Hope Award in August.
It truly is an honor to be a helping-hand in these stories of success and to see the transformation of lives from homelessness 
and hopelessness to ones of stability and full of promise.

Whole Life Ministries Provides 
Assistance and Education

Whole Life Ministries, formerly called Family Ministries, helps to 
address the immediate and emergency financial needs of individuals, 
families, and seniors, and provides the first steps towards rehabilitation 
and development. The program combines emergency financial relief 
with job training and other life skills programs such as Jobs for Life, 
Faith & Finances, and parenting classes.
Our Faith & Finances course is a faith based financial literacy program 
specifically designed for low income families.  This fall, Faith & Finances 
will be offered every Thursday from 1-2:30pm at The Lighthouse 
Foundation starting September 24th. This course is being provided during the time slot between Allegheny and Butler county 
food distribution so that it is easily assessable for all recipients to utilize this resourceful class! Members of the community are 
also welcome to join!
Jobs for Life addresses the root causes of unemployment by uniting churches, businesses, and community organizations 
and facilitating positive transformation within lives and communities. This program helps men and women experience the 
dignity of work–through honest relationships, mentoring, Biblically-based training, and an ongoing community of support. The 
Lighthouse Foundation, in partnership with First United Methodist Church, is pleased to offer this class for a fourth time this 
fall. Classes began on September 15th with eight students enrolled, and are held every Tuesday and Thursday from 6:30-
8:30pm.
So far this year, The Lighthouse Foundation has been able to assist over 95 individuals/families in maintaining their housing, 
working towards better budgeting skills and gaining independence by maintaining reliable transportation. 
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Join our Team  
of Volunteers!

New laws in Pennsylvania require any volunteer who is in direct contact with children to obtain 
a child clearance certification.  Please visit our website at www.thelighthousepa.org/volunteeer/ 

for more information about the new law and how to obtain your clearances.
If you or someone you know is interested in volunteering at the Lighthouse Foundation please 

attend our volunteer training/informational meetings that are held the 2nd Monday and Tuesday 
of every month. Contact Victoria to register! 

There are many opportunities to donate your time and talents here  
at The Lighthouse Foundation.

Client Profile: 
 Jeff

Jeff is a single father of 5 children who is no stranger to hardship.  His arthritis is so severe that it 
prevents him from maintaining regular employment. He tragically lost one of his children, which left 
him broken and despondent.  In desperate need of help, Jeff came to the Lighthouse Foundation for 
food, household supplies and school supplies for his children. To demonstrate his appreciation of our 
services, Jeff now gives back to his community by volunteering with the Lighthouse. Jeff has a great 
sense of humor, loves kids, and is a valuable client and volunteer. Jeff has a strong support system 
with the other volunteers and is a joy to be around.  It has been our great privilege to meet the needs 
of Jeff’s family, and to help him find hope again.

Giving Tuesday 2015
Giving Tuesday is a global day of giving occurring the 
Tuesday after Thanksgiving (December 1).  In the 
same way Black Friday and Cyber Monday kick off the 
holiday season, Giving Tuesday kicks off the season 
of giving.  Giving Tuesday is an opportunity to support 
those in need in the midst of giving to the ones we love.  
Please mark your calendars for this very important day, 
and look for more information on how you can join The 
Lighthouse’s 2015 Giving Tuesday Campaign coming 
soon!
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Community Support
On September 2, The Lighthouse Foundation participated in the United 
Way’s 2015 Kickoff and Trike Race at The Atrium.  Mark Lane, our 
Director of Transitional Housing, represented Team Lighthouse during 
the race.  Despite not winning the race, we had a great time cheering 
Mark on and spending time with our community partners who are all 
committed to helping people in need.  

Donate Online!
Did you know that you conveniently make your tax-deductible contribution to  

The Lighthouse Foundation online?   
You can make a one-time donation, or set up recurring donations quickly and easily!

• Visit our website at www.thelighthousepa.org
• Click on the “Donate Now” button
•	 Enter	your	one	time	donation	amount	or	create	a	profile	to	set	up	recurring	donations.

Thank you for your support!

How Can I Help People Without 
Hurting Them?

If asked, most of us would say that we have done something, at some point in our lives, 
to help people who are materially poor.  However, most of us would argue that we have 
never done anything to hurt someone who is poor.  The reality is, that while unintentional, 
we may have harmed the materially poor in the very process of trying to help them.  This is 
the dilemma addressed in the book When Helping Hurts by Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert.  
Poverty alleviation is more than just providing immediate relief or meeting a basic need - that 
is just the beginning.  When we stop at just meeting a basic need, we have not done anything 
to help address the underlying problem of why a person cannot meet their own basic needs.   
We treat the symptom, but not the underlying problem.  Poverty alleviation involves the 
difficult task of empowering people to provide for their own needs, which moves them closer 
to being who God created them to be.  At the Lighthouse Foundation, our ministries are 
designed to (1) meet immediate needs and (2) give people the tools they require to help 
them overcome the issues that are preventing them from being self-sufficient.  Each person 
we encounter has been uniquely created by God for a purpose.  When we can help people 
recognize this truth, hope and dignity are restored in their lives!  

Providing Hope...Changing Lives
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In Butler County schools, nearly 24% of students qualify for free or reduced meals through the National School Lunch Program.  
Additionally, many of these families do not have enough money to buy the food they need, leaving children at risk for hunger and 
malnutrition.  As a result, many children are coming to school too distracted by empty stomachs to focus on doing well in school.  The 
FULL TABLE PROJECT Weekend Backpack Program has been created to provide needed food to children who would otherwise not 
have adequate access to food during the weekends or school breaks. The Lighthouse Foundation and Grace Community Church are 
sponsoring the FULL TABLE PROJECT Weekend Backpack Feeding Program for 125 students attending Haine and Rowan Elementary 
Schools during the 2015-2016 school year. Additional elementary schools in Butler County will be added as funding is acquired. 


