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Dear Friends, 
 
Summer is my absolute favorite time of the year.   The days are longer, the sun shines brighter, and things just 
seem easier.   Every year, I try to soak up as much of the summer season as I possibly can, knowing that it always 
seems to go fast.  I find myself saying things like “this summer, I’m going to take it easy” or “I’m going to relax 
and enjoy my free time.”   I embrace these thoughts and feelings and somehow feel like I deserve a little bit of 
extra free time because I’m so busy all year long.   
 
This year, as I started to plan my summer filled with weekends and evenings of frivolity, a troubling reality 
suddenly hit me like a ton of bricks:  I am becoming complacent.  I was enjoying feelings of quiet pleasure, 
security, and self-satisfaction while being untroubled by the needs of people suffering around me.   I was so 
focused on myself and my wants that I was losing sight of the needs of others.   The challenge of having ministry 
as a vocation is the temptation to think that simply by doing my job, I am being obedient to God in caring for the 
needs of others.   While my vocation is certainly a calling from God, it does not relieve me of my responsibility to 
personally love and care for those in need as Jesus commanded.   
 
God speaks about the evils of complacency through His word.  "Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to 
you who feel secure on Mount Samaria, you notable men of the foremost nation, to whom the people of Israel 
come…You drink wine by the bowlful and use the finest lotions, but you do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph" 
Amos 6:1,6.  Complacency desensitizes us and ruins our compassion for people. It hardens our hearts and keeps 
us from grieving over the desperate condition of others. It causes us to stay focused on personal happiness and 
safety. It drives our thoughts, interests and pursuits to revolve around ourselves.  When we are complacent, we 
ignore the pain of other people. Our hearts are not moved by looking at 
the troubles of others.  When we are complacent, we lack generosity, 
hospitality, care, and empathy. We neglect the helpless and hopeless. 
We have no burden for the lost.  God is not pleased when we isolate 
ourselves from other’s needs.  His kingdom has no place for selfishness 
or indifference. 
 
So how does complacency manifest itself in our lives today?  Perhaps we 
are idle, spending most of our time and money on leisure or 
entertainment while ignoring opportunities to help others in need.  Or 
perhaps we have been desensitized to the overwhelming amount of 
suffering people and injustice in the world, so we have grown indifferent 
to the needs around us.  Perhaps we feel bad for suffering people but, 
since we don’t know what to do about it, we do nothing and retreat back 
into the comfort and security of our own lives.   I have been guilty of 
each of these types of complacency at one time or another.  The good 
news is, we can quickly shed the burden of idleness and self-satisfaction and start living passionately for God 
right now.  Focus on loving God with all of your heart and mind, and allow yourself to care for others out of 
God’s love in your heart for them.  Do not be discouraged by those who argue that there is too much need and  
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no one person can make a difference.  Mother Theresa, who dedicated her life to helping and loving the 
poorest, sickest, and loneliest people in the world, said “If you can’t feed a hundred people, then feed just one.” 
 
I am thankful that through His word, God showed me how I was falling into the abyss of complacency.  I look 
forward to serving Him with a renewed passion through my role as Executive Director of The Lighthouse and 
through my personal ministry.  I pray that God will help you to resist the enticement of living complacently, and 
that the Holy Spirit will continue to light your soul on fire with love and compassion for the least and the lost.   
 
Thank you for your support of The Lighthouse Foundation, and for making it possible for us to meet the needs of 
impoverished families in our community.  
 
 
 
Blessings, 

 
 
 

Cindy Cipoletti 
Executive Director 

 

 

 

 


