
 
 

1302 E. Cruikshank Road Butler, PA  16002             724.586.5554            
www.thelighthousepa.org 

 

The Lighthouse Foundation 
From the Desk of the Director 

 
 
January 13, 2016 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves.  
Philippians 2:3 
 
I like to think that I am a humble person.  I can laugh at myself, and joke about my short-comings and 
weaknesses.  When someone compliments me on something I’ve done, I am quick to downplay my role 
in the success and give the credit to God or others.  It makes me feel good to do that.  In fact, I quietly 
pat myself on the back for my humility.  Do you see the irony of this?  I have actually become prideful 
about my humility.  So much for being humble! 
 
My false humility is the result of misunderstanding of what true Christ-like humility really is.  We are 
humble when we are focused on God and others, not ourselves.   A truly humble person’s goal is to 
elevate God and encourage others.   We are humble when our focus on others is out of a desire to love 
and glorify God, not to make ourselves look or feel good.  A humble person no longer lives for himself, 
but for Him who died and rose again on our behalf.   
 
In Mark’s gospel, Jesus tells his apostles, after they argued about who among them is the greatest, 
“anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.”(Mk 9:35)   Jesus challenged 
his disciples to put themselves last and to be servants.   We, too, are challenged by Jesus to be last and 
to be servants.  He wants us to embrace last as a choice, allowing others to be preferred before us, not 
because we are forced to be last.  He wants us to be servants, rather than to be served.  In our culture, 
greatness is often defined by how many people are serving us.  Successful business people, sports 
figures, and pop culture icons are often revered for having their own personal drivers, trainers, stylists, 
assistants, etc.  In contrast to this world, Jesus declared that true greatness is shown not by how many 
serve you, but by how many you serve.  It is not that Jesus wanted to abolish ambition.  Rather, He 
encourages us to refocus our ambition.   Instead of ambition to have things done for us, He substituted 
the ambition to do things for others out of our desire to love and glorify God.    
 
How can we demonstrate the kind of humility and servanthood that Jesus demonstrated in His own life?  
Serve someone simply out of your love for God and His children.  Expect nothing in return.  Each week, 
The Lighthouse Foundation serves 200 families at our food bank.  Once a month, over 450 people 
receive fresh produce through our Produce to People distribution.  The people served are seen by the 
world as “lowly” or “poor”.  They aren’t always happy, or grateful, or even polite.   By the world’s 
standards, they are unworthy and unlovable.  But the staff and volunteers who serve at these food 
distributions aren’t looking for accolades, praise, or credit.   They are simply being servants.  They are 
serving people who can offer them nothing in return out of their love for God and in obedience to 
Jesus’s command to put themselves last and be servants.  You may have to step out of your comfort 
zone to truly humble yourself and serve others in the way that Jesus commanded.   That can be a scary 
thing!  But our obedience to God’s commands delights Him, and allows us to experience the blessings 
He intends for us.  
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I am thankful that God has shown me what it truly means to be humble, and I pray that you will 
experience His richest blessings through your obedience to Him.   
 
Joyfully, 
 

 
 
Cindy Cipoletti 
Executive Director 
 


