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March 9, 2015 

Dear Friends, 

The Lighthouse Foundation has a rich history in this community.  As we prepare to celebrate our 30 Year 
Anniversary, I’ve been reading through old newspaper articles, annual reports, and newsletters, and perusing
hundreds of photographs (not the digital kind – the old-fashioned-developed-from-film kind).  It is amazing and 
humbling to me to see how thousands of people have dedicated their precious time, unique talents, and earthly 
treasures to The Lighthouse Foundation to serve people in need.  I have been blessed to encounter people who 
were helped by The Lighthouse Foundation many years ago, and who have returned to volunteer or offer their 
resources to help someone else in poverty.   

The Lighthouse Foundation has been a very special ministry to me for the past 6 years.  When I started out as a 
volunteer with The Lighthouse in 2009, I had no idea the extent to which God would find ways to use me to 
accomplish His purposes through this ministry.  For the last six months, I have had the privilege of serving as The 
Executive Director of The Lighthouse – a role for which I have often felt ill-equipped.  But as author Rick Yancey 
said, God does not call the equipped.  He equips the called.  And I am most assuredly called to this ministry.   

My background is in law, which often leads people to ask me why I have chosen to work at The Lighthouse 
Foundation.   I have asked myself the same question many times, and the answer has become very clear to 
me. My heart breaks for God’s suffering people.  And that is not only true of me – it is true of all of the 
Lighthouse staff members and volunteers.  Our hearts break for the homeless, the hungry, and the 
broken lives of the people in this community. 

About 10 years ago, my beloved pastor (who has gone to be with our Lord) told me about a picture of the city of 
Butler that he had hanging in his house.  It hung there for many years, but one day as he looked at the picture he 
was overcome with emotion and began to weep.  His heart was broken for all of the people in Butler who did 
not know God.  Each time he looked at the picture, his heart broke and he felt compelled by the Holy Spirit to 
bring the love of Jesus to all who didn’t know Him.  In that same way, God has broken our hearts so that we will 
be filled with love and compassion for the impoverished people of this community.    

Poverty is not a “one size fits all” problem.  Each person we encounter has a unique set of circumstances that 
has resulted in a life of poverty.  There is, however, one common trait among the materially poor – none of them 
wants to be poor.  We often make the mistake of assuming that people in poverty are there because of bad 
decisions or lifestyle choices that they have made, and they are content to stay poor.  For some people this may
be true.  Their circumstances are a result of their own choices.  For others, they were born into poverty and have 
no idea how to break the cycle for themselves and their children.  Regardless of why someone is poor, The 
Lighthouse Foundation’s mission is to meet the needs of all people in need and provide them with the resources 
needed to pull themselves out of poverty and into a more fulfilling life.   

The poverty demographic has changed over the last 30 years.   Most families we see now are part of a culture of
generational poverty.  Many have never known anything but being poor.  Children have grown up in households 
where no one showed them the value of work or education, and are now raising their own children in the same 
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environment.  For us at The Lighthouse Foundation, it’s not just about giving people food, or shelter, or finding 
them a job making minimum wage.  It’s about showing people that they were created by God for a purpose.  It’s 
about walking along side of them and helping them discover their value.  It’s about getting to know them and 
showing them that there is a way out of poverty if they are willing to take chances and move outside of their 
comfort zone.  It’s about providing people with real hope for the future.   

So you might wonder how The Lighthouse’s ministries are evolving to meet the changing poverty demographic.  
We continue to provide the basic and immediate needs of food and shelter for those in the most desperate 
situations.  We continue our ministry of providing furniture to low income families in the community.  Our low 
income car ownership program (LICO – formerly Wheels of Work) provides affordable and reliable vehicles to 
low income working families.  We’ve also added new ministries to address long term poverty alleviation.  Jobs 
for Life teaches adults the value of work and helps them discover career choices that fit their interests and 
talents.  Parenting classes are offered to families (with childcare provided) to help parents learn how to raise 
their children in a loving and nurturing home with healthy discipline.  Faith and Finances is offered to help low 
income, working families manage their money and save for the future.   Computer classes are available for those 
trying to learn basic computer skills and programs so that they can be more competitive candidates in a tight job 
market.  It is not sufficient for The Lighthouse to just “do good.”   We must “do good” in a way that has a lasting 
impact on the lives of the people we serve so that the change they experience is completely transformational. 
God has allowed our hearts to be broken so that He can use us to help His children be transformed in Christ.   

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” Mt. 
25:40. 

Blessings, 

Cindy Cipoletti 
Executive Director 
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